Objective assessment of research performance.
Research output in academic institutions need critical and objective assessment. Publications are an important avenue by which research by an academic can be evaluated. Journals in which such publications appear may be ranked and weight age given to publications in highly ranked journals. The number of citations of an academic's work by peers is another assessment of quality of research output. Firstly subjective peer assessment although flawed by interpersonal bias has its merits especially when evaluation is by an outsider of the institution.